
 
Domain of 

‘knowledge’ 

 

Discourses of the 

rational     

Discourses of the 

irrational, non-rational 

or social contexts 

Proper contextual role of the 

social 

Mental health Behaving ‘functionally’ 

(DSM); in line with 

western middle-class 

standards; behaving 

rationally 

Insanity; non-

functional; mental 

illness; mad; crazy 

The behaviours leading to the 

suffering arise from hidden 

social and community events  

Economics Maximizing profit; 

money and its behaviour 

represented as non-

social objects or events; 

rational economic 

theory; rational 

decision-making 

Irrational economics; 

biases in decision-

making; dysfunctional 

cognitive processes 

Resource distribution by 

sharing; using community and 

social relationships in resource 

distribution; community 

decision making and planning 

over resource distribution; non-

profit means of resource 

distribution 

Science Following rationality 

and logic; except in 

theorizing and 

modelling (which are 

also the most open to 

social disputes); when 

intervention results not 

certain, then social 

dogmatism can occur 

Supernatural, 

unscientific, pseudo-

science; witchcraft, 

sorcery 

 

Sophisticated social strategies 

for solving resource and 

relationship problems within 

communities and families 

Law Following the 

Westminster legal 

system of contract and 

tort; rational guidelines 

of argument; shaped 

purely for a society of 

strangers 

 

Biased, ‘primitive 

law’; ritual, witchcraft, 

sorcery 

 

Sophisticated social strategies 

for solving resource and 

relationship problems within 

communities and families 

Welfare-

government 

Bureaucratic rule 

following, efficiency, 

austerity, neo-liberalism 

 

“Bludgers”; welfare 

dependency; rebels; 

nomads; anarchists 

Community ways of caring for 

people and helping people in 

need of resource distribution; 

alternative social responsibly 

Ecology The animals, planet and 

plants are resources to 

be used; one basis for 

capital generation; treat 

as stranger/ contractual 

relationship 

 

Wasted resources; 

locked up profits 

Social, community and spiritual 

uses (not all involving 

consumption); sustainability; 

treat as a real relationship of 

family or friendship 

 

Religion Theology; atheism; 

doctrine; can be 

dogmatic when non-

social world contradicts; 

focus on what religion 

can gain for individuals 

 

Supernatural; 

superstitions; pseudo-

science; witchcraft, 

sorcery, primitive 

 

Community ways of caring for 

people and helping people in 

need of resource distribution; 

focus on what religion can gain 

for communities and social 

relationships 

 


